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PRESIDENT: The Chair recognizes Senator Chambers.

SENATOR C H AMBERS: Mr. Chairman an d mem bers of t he
Legislature, they just gave me a handout that says, yes,
S enator Beye r i s co o k in g . I wish that were literally true.
You all have been roasting me t hi s mor n i n g bu t I am not
going to go away. This is an amendment which is something
that I think you can relate to. It is dealing w ith t w o
intercollegiate athletic programs. And I am going to have
another to deal with UN-L's separately, o r N U 's . T here i s
an amount being taken from these athletic programs and I
think that amount ought not be t a k e n . I n t er c ol l eg i a te
athletics, despite the way they have been distorted and
commercialized...

PRESIDENT: The call of the house is raised.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: . . .do s e rv e a w o r t h wh i l e and beneficial
function in the overall educating process. If you turn to
p age 6 , t h a t i s wh e r e y o u w i l l find the amendment that I am
offering. Item number 8 , o r i t i s ( b) , i s UN - O , a n d I am
striking "intercollegiate athletics" so that they wil l n ot
b e cut . And unde r Ag e nc y 5 0 s t at e col l eges , I am st r i k i n g
that $303,000 amount. I talked to Senator H anniba l a b o u t
this and he had indicated that the committee did not give a
dictate to UN-0 or the state colleges that they have to cut
this money from the athletic program. And what I t o l d h i m
is that should UN-0 and the state colleges feel that these
programs are important and try to get money from here and
there to try to fund them, wherever they take the money from
wil l be v i ew e d b y t he Legislature as a place to cut nex t
year because the Legislature will say, you thought games
were more i mportant than education. But again we a r e
dealing in hypocrisy because the l eg i s l at o r s l ov e Bi g Red
f ootb a l l bec a u s e i t i s a wi nne r . So they are going to leave
Big Red football alone . Th e cut i n i nt e r co l l egi a t e
athletics that they are t a k i n g f r om UN-L w i l l not hur t t h e
football team. That is also a holy sacred item that is not
to be touched at any cost. What I am trying to do with this
amendment is make sure that activities w hich hav e be e n a
part of University and college life for cons, so to s p eak ,
ought to be retained as a part of that college life. These
i nte r c o l l e g i a t e at h l et i c p r og r a ms a r e struggling along at
UN-0 and a t t he state colleges and I think you m ay as we l l
offer a total abolition amendment r athe r t h a n cu t them so
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